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Welcome Back—Your Future Starts Here
A warm welcome, special assemblies and extended
tutor periods are just some of the ways in which
Ibstock Community College has been helping its
new year seven students to settle into college life.
In lessons, all students have started on their
learning with enthusiasm. This ensures they will
make the best possible progress through their
studies. Our year nine students are already starting
the year showing the strength of their learning and
self-confidence.

Congratulations!

In year eight, students are building on the solid
foundations they put down last year, while year
sevens are making the transition to new challenges
that build on their primary learning.
In the coming weeks, a peer mentoring scheme will
be launched where year nine students will be
paired up with those from year seven who would
benefit from a mentor.

Open Evening
Thursday 1 October 6—8pm
Join us for our open evening to find out more about the exciting
opportunities and excellent outcomes for students at
Ibstock Community College.
www.ibstockcollege.leics.sch.uk
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Drums Take
Some
Point
of Principal
with
David Phillips
Beating...
Our return to school has been a memorable experience for
staff and students. After our training days, the staff were
ready to welcome back our students back, including the
new intake of year seven students. I know that our staff
are always positive but we have been so pleased to greet
so many engaging and enthusiastic students who clearly
love being at our college.
This year, we have been very impressed with the
successful outcomes of students at Ibstock. Not only are
we in the top 10 schools for key stage three (years seven—
nine) outcomes in English and mathematics, but we are
well above local 11-16 schools in ensuring strong
outcomes. Success at Key Stage three leads to success at
key stage four (years ten - eleven) and this has been
demonstrated in the very strong outcomes at Ashby School
this summer.
Our assemblies at the start of term have been based
around new beginnings, not only for the students starting
a new chapter of their education but for the whole school.
We are working in a way that allows students and staff the
freedom to excel. Students and parents will no longer have
to try to interpret national curriculum levels; instead, we
have a framework that gives students a clear indication of
what is expected, what is ‘not good enough’ and how

students
further.

can

develop

More information on this
key aspect of our work can
be found on page four.
I am also pleased to inform
you of the additional
provision that we are
putting in place for every single student. We are
guaranteeing all year nine students individual interviews to
support them in their career planning, future option
choices and plans for the future. It is an area into which we
have put a great deal of energy and means that our
students will have additional support in considering their
future pathways through key stages four and five.
Furthermore, we also have intervention packages to
support students who have shown themselves to be very
able along with a package of intervention measures for
students in classrooms and through individual and small
group activities. No child at Ibstock will be left behind.
Finally, I am pleased that this term has marked my return
to the classroom and I have loved every minute of it! Our
students really are fantastic.

Year 5s Get Taste of College Life

Musicians Make Grade

Pupils from local primary schools
were given their first taste of
secondary school life, during a taster
day at Ibstock College.
More than 220 pupils spent a day
sampling lessons, travelling to
school by bus and choosing from a
range of lunchtime menu options—
just as if they were real students at
the college.
Lessons included maths, science, Spanish, music and even a game of rounders
on the school field.

C

ongratulations
to
musicians
Megan Thomas in Year 9 (pictured)
and Niamh Cartwright in Year 8 who
have both passed their grade 2 flute
exams.

www.ibstockcollege.leics.sch.uk
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Prom Photo DVDs Now Available
A red carpet reception
awaited Year 9 leavers when
they arrived for their farewell
prom.
Students wore their best—
and most glamourous—
outfits for an evening of
celebration and memories, to
mark the end of their three
years at the college.
Transport to the prom
included some weird and
wonderful vehicles, from
tractors and vintage cars to
camper vans and motorbikes.
Once inside, a disco, photo
booth, candy floss and
chocolate fountain kept
students entertained.
Kai Costello and Holly Barker were crowned prom king and
queen, after being elected by their fellow students.
A DVD of prom photographs is now available to collect from

the college reception. For a sneak peek at some of the
pictures, visit the school website!
The prom was just one of a series of special events for Year 9s
before their transition to upper school and GCSE studies.

Didn’t They do Well?
Year 9 students again achieved some of the best end-ofyear results in Leicestershire. More than 99 per cent of
students at Ibstock left the college with a level 5 or above in
English. In maths and science, the figure was above 97 per
cent.
Headteacher David Phillips said: “Once again, we are
delighted with the outcomes for students at the end of Year
9.
“Comparisons with figures from other schools across the
local authority show that ICC is securely within the top 10
schools in Leicestershire for Key Stage 3 outcomes.”

This year’s winners were :
Students’ Student of the Year – Jasmine Alladice (pictured)

The achievements of all Year 9 students were celebrated at
a special leavers’ assembly. Special recognition and awards
were given to students who surpassed even the high
expectations set by the college.

JV Measures Award for Services to the College and
Community – Esther Robinson

A special acknowledgement was given to Toby Walker, who
had a 100 per cent attendance record throughout his three
years at the college. All five main award winners were voted
for by their peers.

Most Improved Student through Key Stage 3 – Nicole
Greatorex

Rachael Graveson Triumph through Adversity – Damian
Billington

Graham Harbot Student of the Year – Isobel Armstrong

www.ibstockcollege.leics.sch.uk
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Curriculum and Assessment is Changing. Here’s How...

I

bstock Community College has been working closely
with other secondary schools to draw up a common
curriculum and a shared model for assessing students’
progress.

The ACE partnership—which includes Ibstock Community
College, Ivanhoe College, Newbridge High School, Castle
Rock High School, Ashby School and King Edward VII
College—aims to ensure that students across all six schools
are challenged and can make exceptional progress.
Headteacher David Phillips said: “Our starting point is to
ensure that all students make the best progress possible.
Our model looks at progression from Key Stage two to Key
Stage five (that is, from the end of Year 6 to the end of Sixth
Form) and uses high standards and assessments to ensure
that all students have a secure grasp of new and challenging
concepts and knowledge.
“At Ibstock—as at many schools—the system of using
‘levels’ to define student performance is no longer in use.
Levels were found to be unhelpful and even to limit
students’ progress. They did not give students or parents a
clear understanding of exactly what a student could do well
and where they needed to improve. At Ibstock, we build our
curriculum and assessment on the belief that, with constant
challenge and questioning, students are able to develop a
secure understanding that means they can then explore
concepts, applications and implications of their work.”
Instead, students’ progress will be measured using the
colour coded pathways below. Students will immediately
know whether their work meets their threshold and how

they might improve.
All students at Ibstock are expected to become ‘secure’ in
their understanding. Our teachers set the challenges and no
student is left behind. In addition, students have work
modelled for them so they can see how their work matches
the threshold and also how they can surpass that ‘secure’
threshold.
Students are not given a level as a response to their work
but formative feedback that outlines how they can develop
their work further.
The online video of ‘Austin’s butterfly’ demonstrates very
well how teachers can raise the expectations and outcomes
for students through effective challenge and questioning. It
demonstrates very simply how constant challenge can
produce strong results.
Students have a clear understanding of whether their work
matches the Ibstock threshold of ‘secure’ for each subject
and for each year. Any student who produces work below
the ‘secure’ level is supported through intervention to
ensure that the work is revisited and the student is able to
grasp the new concepts or knowledge. In addition, any
student, whether at the higher or lower levels of attainment
on entry to the school, dropping below their pathway
threshold is supported to ensure that they achieve their
best.
On transfer to GCSE, schools work together to ensure the
challenge continues so that the ‘secure’ expectation is
translated successfully to higher grade GCSE outcomes.

New Faces
This term, we welcome a number of new staff to our team
and also welcome back staff from maternity leave: our new
staff are science teachers Jessica Bennett and Kirsty Clarke.
Rachael Grimadell (pictured right) returns to the Design
and Computing team, and Lucy Pennington returns to the
English team, both from maternity leave.

and is already planning a
series of exciting events
including the Ibstock
bake off, an ICC spelling
bee , as well as sporting
events and quizzes.

Heads of House

Students wishing to
develop their leadership skills will have the opportunity to
become house captains and vice captains. This is a great
way to get more involved in house activities and to become
part of the planning and organisation of house events,
including the launch of a house logo design competition.

There are also two new Heads of House. Miss Rhodes will
be leading Da Vinci while Mrs Sharma will be Head of
House for Nightingale. Mr Pilcher will continue as Head of
House for Brunel. Mr Hemmerman, who heads up
Shakespeare, will also be coordinating the Heads of House
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