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Suggested Reading

Tales from the inner city
Shaun Tan

The Garbage King
Elizabeth Laird

Stone Cold 
Robert Swindles 

Definition of terms

Settlement: An area that people 
live 

Urban Area: A built up area, e.g. city or 
town 

Rural Area: The countryside Urbanisation: The process of a rural area 
becoming an urban area 

Nucleated Settlements: These 
occur where a village is clustered 
around a central point

Linear Settlements: These are where the 
settlement has a linear (line) shape. 
These settlements usually follow a road, 
river, coastline, canal, or valley floor. 

Dispersed Settlement: These are 
those where individual buildings 
are spread out. They developed 
where population was sparse

High Income Countries (HICs): Richer 
countries. These are heavily urbanised 
countries, where most of the population 
live in cities

Low Income Countries (LICs): 
Poorer countries. These are 
increasingly urbanising as people 
migrate from urban areas to 
towns.

Sustainable Urban Extensions (SUEs): 
Land on the greenbelt around towns and 
cities that has been given permission to 
be built on

Greenbelt: an area of open land 
around a city, on which building is 
restricted

Greenfield: A site that has not been 
previously built on 

Brownfield: A site that has been 
previously built on 

Megacity: A city with a population of 
over 10 million

Metacity: A city with a population 
of over 20 million

Shanty Town: A spontaneous settlement, 
often built illegally on unused land along 
roadsides or at the edge of a city

Population Density: The amount of 
people living in one area

Sustainability: Using resources in a way 
that means they do not run out with use. 

x 10 million

x 20 million

The Central Business 
District (CBD) 

Transition Zone

The Inner City

The Inner Suburbs 

The Outer Suburbs 

Rural Urban Fringe


