
Key Terms

Renaissance Means rebirth.

Continuity Something that stayed the same 
from previous historical periods.

Merchants People involved in trade.

Medici A rich family in Italy who became 
patrons to many scholars and 
artists.

Peninsula a piece of land that juts out from 
the main land and is surrounded by 
water on 3 sides. 

Johannes 
Gutenberg

Created the printing press which 
enabled a cheaper way to produce 
books.

World-view A particular philosophy of life or 
conception of the world.

Patron a person who gives financial or 
other support to a person, 
organization, or cause

The three centuries between 1450 and 1750 were a time of great change in Britain, Europe and the wider 
world. Some historians call these centuries the “Early Modern Period” because this was when many of the 
things that shaped our modern world first began. The Renaissance was a rebirth of Ancient Greek and 
Roman thinking and styles, and both the Roman and Greek civilisations were Mediterranean cultures, as is 
Italy. 

The Renaissance began in what we now know as Italy. However Italy was not one country. It was divided 
into city states. Italy is a peninsula which ensured that ideas could spread easily and made Italy very rich. 
was the concentration of wealth, power, and intellect in the Church. In that time, the Church controlled 
so much of the political, economic, and intellectual life of Europe, that it gathered most of the best 
minds, wealthiest men, and most powerful leaders in Rome. 

The creation of the printing press was one of the most important inventions of this period. It was 
invented by Johannes Gutenberg in the mid-15th Century. It enabled books to be made much quicker than 
before. It impacted the influence of the Church as they were no longer in control of the production of 
texts. The creation and widespread distribution of books enabled new ideas of politics, science and 
religion to reach more people.

Art was one area which changed considerably during this time. Artists began 
studying and attempted to represented three-dimensional objects using light and 
shadow effects instead of flat looking images. The subject of their paintings 
changed; artists began to paint, and sculpt scenes from Greek, Roman myths 
instead of mainly religious scenes. In architecture, classical shapes and designs 
were favoured. 

The Renaissance is also known as the Age of Discovery and Exploration. People 
such as Christopher Columbus and Vasco de Gama wanted to know more about the 
world. 
In 1492, Columbus set off on his first voyage, intending to find India. 10 weeks 
later he discovered one of the Caribbean Islands that he named the West Indies 
thinking he had reached India. During the 1490s, the Spanish began to colonise 
the Caribbean Islands, forcing some of the islanders into slavery. 
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The church mattered a lot in the Early Modern period. However in the 16th Century an enormous change took place. 
Christians in Europe split into two groups – Catholics and Protestants. People had been criticising the Church 
throughout the Middle Ages. Martin Luther was worried about the state of the Church and didn’t like their selling of 
indulgences. Luther posted his 95 Theses to the Wittenberg Church Door in 1517. This document was spread very 
quickly throughout Europe, and Luther was excommunicated. From the 1520s, Europe became divided between 
Protestant and Catholic countries.


