
| Knowledge Organiser: Year 8 A Midsummer Night’s Dream | 

Subject Terminology and Key Words

1 Quotation - a group of words copied from a text or 
speech.

2 Context – relevant historical or cultural background.

3 Repetition - repeating an idea that has been 
previously been written for emphasis e.g. ‘Call you 
me fair? That fair again unsay.’

4 Themes - an idea that recurs in or pervades a work 
of art or literature e.g. love, order and disorder, 
appearance and reality.

5 Metaphor – something is described as being the 
thing it resembles, e.g. he is a shining star.

6 Imagery - language which creates images in the 
mind of the reader.

7 Imperative verbs - give commands, rather than make 
suggestions, e.g. ‘spurn me, strike me, neglect me, 
lose me.’

8 Betrothed – engaged to be married.

9 Conspire – seen to be acting together to do 
something bad.

10 Inferior – lower in status or quality.

11 Adamant – refusing to change your mind.

12 Entice – attract by offering something desirable.

Activities

1 20 minutes Read Theory

2 Write a short description of the 
main characters.

3 Using just 50 words write a 
summary of the play A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.

4 Create a revision poster which is 
based on Helena, her 
personality, her relationships 
with others and how she grows
as a person because of events in 
the play.

5 Revise the subject terminology 
for a test in class.

Comparative PEEL

1 Point What is the point you are 
making about the text?

2 Evidence Which quote are you 
using from the text?

3 Explanation Explain how your 
quotation supports your
point

4 Language What words/phrases can 
you identify in your 
quote that further 
supports your point.  
Refer to subject 
terminology.  Why is this 
language effective? What 
does it show or tell us 
about the character –
their emotions and 
relationships?

5 Effect on 
reader

How does it make the 
reader think or feel?

6 Historical
Context

Have you included
references to the time 
period in which the play 
was written?

7 Comparison Have you made 
comparisons between 
the two scenes?

Key Characters

Theseus (duke 
of Athens) and 
Hippolyta 
(queen of the 
Amazons)

The Lovers: 
Helena, 
Demetrius, 
Hermia and 
Lysander

Oberon and 
Titania (king and 
queen of the 
fairies).  

Bottom – one of 
the Craftsmen

Puck (Oberon’s 
servant)

Egeus – Hermia’s 
father.



A Midsummer Night’s Dream – The Plot

• Theseus, the duke of Athens, is preparing for his marriage to Hippolyta.

• Egeus is mad at his daughter Hermia because she does not want to marry Demetrius.  She is in 
love with Lysander instead.

• Hermia and Lysander plan to run away.

• Helena, Hermia’s friend, knows about the plan to run away and tells Demetrius.

• Hermia and Lysander head into the woods followed by Demetrius.  Demetrius is followed by his 
admirer Helena.

• In these woods live a band of fairies led by Oberon, their king , and Titania, their queen.

• As well as these magical beings, there are also craftsmen rehearsing a play for Theseus and 
Hippolyta’s wedding.

• Oberon and his wife are angry with each other, so Oberon commands his servant, Puck, to use 
magic to make Titania fall in love with the next creature she sees.

• Puck is also ordered to use magic on the mortals walking in the woods.

• After a love potion is used, Lysander falls in love with Helena.

• Then Demetrius also falls victim to Puck’s magic and he too falls in love with Helena. 

• As the men fall in and out of love with Helena and Hermia, Titania falls in love with one of the 
craftsmen.

• In the end Demetrius and Helena marry as do Hermia and Lysander.

• The play finished with the craftsmen performing their play.



Key Scenes

1 Act 1 Scene 1 – Theseus (the duke of Athens) and Hippolyta (queen of the Amazons) are due to be 
married.  Egeus approached Theseus for advice, he has agreed to let Demetrius marry his daughter 
Hermia, however she is in love with Lysander, who also wishes to marry her.  Theseus agrees Hermia 
should follow her father’s wishes and gives her until his wedding to decide.  Lysander points out that 
Demetrius was once betrothed to Helena (Hermia’s best friend) but he broke off the engagement to 
pursue Hermia.  Lysander and Hermia decide to run away together and agree to meet in the woods the 
following evening.  Hermia tells her best friend Helena of their plans, who in turn informs Demetrius to try 
and win him back.  However, Demetrius decides to follow Hermia and Lysander into the woods to stop 
Hermia.

2 Act 2 Scene 1 – In the woods Oberon and Titania, the king and queen of the fairies are quarrelling over a 
young Indian prince.  Oberon decides to enrol his servant Puck to help him teach Titania a lesson by using 
drops from a magic flower to make her fall in love with the first person she sees.  While in the woods 
Oberon spots Demetrius and Helena having a conversation in the woods and Demetrius once again rejects 
Helena’s love.  Oberon feels sorry for her and decides to help her with the magic flower of love. which 
Puck is able to find .  Puck is instructed to put drops from the magical flower into Demetrius’ eye to make 
him fall in love with Helena. 

3 Act 3 Scene 2 – Puck has used the potion on Titania who is now in love with Bottom who has the head of 
an ass.  Puck and Oberon see Demetrius and Helena in the woods, Puck realises he used the potion on the 
wrong Athenian boy (Lysander not Demetrius).  Oberon reprimands Puck for making a mistake and tells 
him to correct the situation by squeezing drops into Demetrius’ eyes.  Both Lysander and Demetrius are 
making declarations of love towards Helena, she is furious and feels they are making fun of her.  Hermia is 
confused and shocked when Lysander declares he no longer loves her.  The lovers all fight and flee the 
scene, Oberon forces Puck to fix the problem.  


