
Key Terms

Women’s Suffrage Women having the right to 
vote.

NUWSS National Union of Women’s 
Suffrage Societies.

WSPU Women’s Social and Political 
Union.

Militant Confrontational or violent 
methods in support or a 
political or social cause.

Representation of 
the People Act

This Act widened suffrage 
by abolishing almost all 
property qualifications for 
men and by enfranchising 
women over 30 who owned 
property.

Equal 
Enfranchisement

Giving a person or group of 
people the right to vote on 
equal grounds.

Institutionalised
sexism 

Discrimination, prejudice or 
stereotyping based on 
gender.

NOW National Organisation for 
Women, 1966.

Gender Equality The sate in which access to 
rights or opportunities is 
unaffected by gender.

Liberation Freedom.

Voting is your chance to have a say on the laws of your country. It is a way of 
making your voice heard. For women in particular, voting is an important step 
towards greater equality with men. There’s no guarantee that the candidate you 
vote for will win the election, but at least you’ll have tried. If you can’t vote, it’s 
harder to have your opinions taken seriously by people in government. Elected 
officials generally pay more attention to people who can vote them into office 
than those who can’t vote at all. That’s why the right to vote is so important.

Traditionally, men and women had different roles in life. Men were more likely to have an education, earn 
money and participate in the wider world, where women were expected to look after the family and home. 
Women’s rights were very limited in every aspect of life. 

Winning the right to vote was a major victory. Voting finally gave women a say. Now, 
when women voiced their concerns, politicians had to pay attention if they wanted 
women to vote for them. However the fight for women’s rights continued. The 1960s 
was the era for women’s liberation. Women were tired of not being treated as equals 
in the work place and society. Institutionalised sexism was a big contributor to the 
founding of the NOW. Women were making progress but there is still a long way to go. 
The last part of the globe to grant women the vote was the Middle East. Women of 
Saudi Arabia were the last to gain the vote in 2015! They were only allowed to drive 
from 2018.

In 1897 the NUWSS (Suffragists) was set up in Britain by Millicent Garrett 
Fawcett. Their policy was to be persistent but peaceful. The Suffragists 
presented more petitions to parliament and held marches and public meetings to 
spread the word. Women were getting impatient for the vote, leading to the 
creation of the WSPU in 1903 by Emmeline and Christabel Pankhurst. They were 
known as Suffragettes and their motto was “Deeds not Words”. They held huge 
rallies and caused uproar at political meetings to bring attention to their cause. 
They became increasingly militant in their tactics, some historians even label the 
WSPU as terrorists. The Suffragettes took drastic actions such as hunger 
strikes while in prison, setting fires to property and slashing paintings in 
galleries. The vote was granted in 1918 to women over 30 who owned property. 
Equal enfranchisement was granted in 1928 to women over 21.
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