
Key Terms

Empire group of states or countries ruled 
over by a single monarch

Tribes social division in a traditional 
society consisting of families or 
communities

Pagans person holding religious beliefs 
other than those of the main world 
religions.

Aetheling A word which designates princes 
of the royal dynasty who were 
eligible for the kingship

Viking Scandinavian seafaring pirates and 
traders who raided and settled in 
many parts of north-western 
Europe in the 8th–11th centuries.

Danelaw Part of England which was given to 
the Danes/Vikings as part of a 
peace treaty between Alfred the 
Great and Guthrum.

Pious Very religious

Hypothesis proposed explanation made on the 
basis of limited evidence as a 
starting point

Three groups of migrants (Angles, Saxons and Jutes) sailed across the North 
Sea from Germany, Denmark and the Netherlands. At first, they raided the 
settlements of the Romano-Britons. During the 5th Century, once the Romans 
had gone, they began to settle, becoming farmers, craftsmen and traders. By 
the 7th Century, Britain was divided into several different kingdoms, all with 
their own ruler.
The first Anglo-Saxons were pagans who worshipped various gods, but were soon 
converted to Christianity. As more Anglo-Saxons became Christians, churches, 
monasteries were built. 
The Anglo-Saxons lived in Britain for nearly 400 years before they were 
attacked by invaders from Scandinavia.

The Vikings fist came to Britain in 793 AD and attacked the monastery at Lindisfarne. In the years 
that followed, villages near the sea, monasteries and even cities found themselves besieged by these 
sea-based foreign intruders. Soon no region of the British Isles was safe from the Vikings. By 866 the 
Vikings had arrived in York. They made Jorvik the second biggest city in the country after London. No 
matter how many times the Vikings were beaten, they always came back, and in the end all their 
efforts paid off. It was the Vikings (Norsemen) of Normandy who finally conquered England 
in 1066 and changed British history for ever.
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Suggested Reading:
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• Echoes of Valhalla: The Afterlife 

of Eddas and Sagas by Jon Karl 
Helgason

• Ohthere’s Voyages edited by 
Janet Bately and Anton Englert

At the beginning of the 5th Century, Roman rule in Britain came to an end. The Romans lived in Britain 
from 43-410AD. It comprised almost the whole of England and Wales, and for a short time, southern 
Scotland. The traditional view of historians was that a widespread economic decline at the beginning of 
the 5th Century AD caused the end of Roman rule in Britain. There were barbarian raids on Britain in 
408, but these seem to have been defeated. After 410 Emperor Honorius apparently sent letters to 
the cities of Britain telling them to fend for themselves, though this is sometimes disputed and began 
to withdraw Roman troops. The withdrawal of most Roman troops did not end the Roman culture in 
Britain. Britain reverted back to clear territories before later developing into separate kingdoms.

Key Rulers to remember for this Unit

Emperor Honorius Alfred the Great Aethelflaed, Lady of 
the Mercians

Canute
Edward the 
ConfessorGuthrum


