
Key Terms

Prehistory Events that occurred before the 
existence of written records in a 
given culture or society.

Neolithic 
Revolution

wide-scale transition of many 
human cultures during 
the Neolithic period from a 
lifestyle of hunting and gathering 
to one of agriculture and 
settlement.

Migration movement of people to a new area 
or country

Hunter-
Gatherers

The name given to nomadic people 
who have to kill and collect food 
for every meal.

Monuments building, structure, or site that is 
of historical importance or 
interest.

Henge A type of Neolithic monument 
made from earth.

Tribe a social division in a traditional 
society consisting of families or 
communities typically having a 
recognised leader.

Hillfort A defended settlement on the top 
of a hill.

The Stone Age is split into three separate time periods; Palaeolithic, Mesolithic 
and Neolithic. There is no evidence of settlements or monuments for the 
Palaeolithic. The Mesolithic began after the last ice age when Britain became an 
island. Tools became more complex. In the Neolithic people became more 
settled. Farming began with the domestication of cows, sheep and pig alongside 
the first pottery. This is known as the Neolithic Revolution.

Bronze Age was marked by the use of copper and bronze which was used to 
make tools and weapons. Ancient DNA shows that the culture that brought 
Bronze Age technology to Britain was connected to a migration that almost 
completely replaced the islands earlier inhabitants. This culture is called the 
Beaker Culture. They displayed different behaviours and the culture change was 
significant. They had new burial practices, elaborate gold items, more permanent 
and defended settlements and elaborate pottery.

The Iron Age was the shortest Prehistoric period lasting less than 800 years. 
The Iron Age was a locally diverse cultural phase, with over 40 known tribes in 
Britain over the years. Our local tribe was the Corieltauvi. They were a tribe of 
combined groups of people living in Britain shortly before the Roman Conquest 
and appear to have offered no resistance to the Romans. 
During the Iron Age, defended settlements were built, called Hillforts. There 
are 3 known hillforts in Leicestershire, Burrough Hill, Breedon Hill and Beacon 
Hill.

The Romans invaded Britain successfully in 43 AD and made a huge impact on 
Britain. The Romans built impressive buildings and roads which we still use today 
(Fosse Road in Leicester and the Roman Baths in Bath)! Life was very different 
for the indigenous people of Britain. Homes were more permanent, farming was 
on a larger scale, and there was more structure to the governing of society.
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During this time period there was immense change. People developed from nomadic hunter-gatherers 
to highly-organised people capable of erecting monuments which survive today. (e.g. Stonehenge and 
West Kennet Long Barrow).
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