
Year: 7
Topic: Kingdom of Mali
Half term: Spring 2

History Knowledge Organiser Key Terms

Pilgrimage a journey, especially a long one, 
made to some sacred place as an 
act of religious devotion

Empire an extensive group of states or 
countries ruled over by a single 
monarch, an oligarchy, or a 
sovereign state

Hajj The greater Muslim pilgrimage to 
mecca, which takes place in the 
last month of the year and which 
all Muslims are expected to make 
at least once during their lifetime 
if they can afford to do so. 

Catalan 
Atlas

Medieval world map created in 
1375.
It is not an atlas, despite it’s 
name, but a series of maps.

Catalan 
Atlas

Medieval world map created in 
1375.
It is not an atlas, despite it’s 
name, but a series of maps.

Legacy Something such as a tradition or 
problem that exists as a result of 
something that happened in the 
past.

Mansa Musa was born around 1280AD and died in 1337. He was 
the 10th Mansa of the Mali empire and reigned for 25 years. 
Mansa Musa became emperor after his Uncle (the previous 
emperor) left to explore what was beyond the Atlantic. Over 
2,000 ships were carefully loaded with supplies and crew. Mansa 
Musa was left to look after the Empire and was to become the 
next emperor if his uncle did not return. 

Suggested Reading:
• Mansa Musa: The Lion of Mali by 

Khephra Burns
• Mansa Musa: The Richest Man in 

History by Mike McCraw

South of the Sahara Desert, long before the first Europeans 
arrived, three great empires existed in West Africa. One after 
another, these powerful merchant empires, rich in gold and 
skilled in commerce, prospered in relative isolation for hundreds 
of years. 

Musa’s Journey to Mecca:
In 1324, Mansa Musa embarked on his pilgrimage to Mecca. We 
are not certain why Mansa Musa decided to go on the Hajj. 
Mansa Musa was Muslim, so it may just reveal that he was a 
committed follower of Islam. Other historians have argued that 
Musa might have gone because he wanted to show the world how 
wealthy Mali was. Others believe it was because Musa was 
ambitious and wanted to raise Mali’s status. 
Several accounts suggest that he arrived in Cairo with 15-60,000 
people! 500 of his slaves carried a golden staff. He may have 
taken 18 tonnes of gold with him to Cairo. He crashed the price 
of gold which lasted over a decade!

Musa’s Legacy:
On Musa’s return he brought scholars and students with him and established universities, libraries and 
mosques in Timbuktu and Gao. According to later accounts, the conquest of these cities were peaceful. 
Later, Musa and his empire were recorded on the Catalan Atlas in 1375. This map shows the trade 
routes of the Mali Empire with Musa in the centre.


