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Plan your persuasive writing

1 Plan for and against your argument (this 
prepares for counter arguments also)

2 Work out a logical order to present your 
case.

3 Include a wide range of persuasive 
techniques throughout your work.

4 Remember to include an introduction 
which states clearly what the argument is 
and which side you are on.

5 Include a full range of punctuation.

6 Use connectives to link your paragraphs
and open with topic sentences.

7 Be consistent – maintain your viewpoint 
throughout.

8 Include a conclusion – re-cap your main 
points.

Activities

1 Spend 20 minutes reading and learning the 
persuasive techniques in the left column.

2 Write your own example for each of the 
persuasive techniques in this knowledge
organiser.

3 ‘The school day should be shorter.’  Write
a persuasive paragraph persuading 
someone to agree or disagree with this 
statement.  Include at least 3 persuasive 
techniques.

4 20 minutes Read Theory

Writing to analyse

1 Analyse Examine in detail

2 Biased To be subjective, to take 
sides and persuade the 
audience to agree with you.

3 Unbiased To be objective, to not take 
sides but examine each 
point of view.

4 Active 
Sentence

Put the emphasis on the 
person performing the 
action.

5 Passive
sentence

Put the emphasis on the
thing that is being done.

Persuasive Techniques (FEARR RISES)

1 Facts and 
Opinions

Give evidence (examples, data, 
quotes) to back up the points 
you have made.

2 Emotive 
Language

to provoke an emotional 
reaction in your reader, such as 
sympathy, anger and joy. For 
example: ‘Hundreds of starving
puppies are cruelly abandoned 
in Britain every year!’

3 Address the 
readers 
directly

Pronouns such as ‘you’ and ‘we’ 
involve the reader

4 Repetition to emphasise your viewpoint

5 Rhetorical 
Questions

to make the reader question 
their own viewpoint

6 Rule of 3 to emphasise: ‘It is tragic, 
dreadful and heart-breaking 
that animals should suffer this 
way’

7 Imperatives give commands, rather than 
make suggestions, for example: 
‘Take a break. Visit Alton Towers 
today.’

8 Short 
Sentences

for dramatic effect, e.g. ‘This 
must stop!’

9 Exaggeratio
n

For example: ‘Everybody knows 
that all teenagers love pizza!’

10 Superlative
s

the strongest form of adjectives 
(long, longer, longest). They are 
used to convince the reader that 
something is the best of its 

Useful Words

1 For Counter 
Argument

however, nonetheless, 
despite, on the other hand, 
although, in reality, the facts 
are, yet

2 For emphasis Important, above all, 
absolute, vital, essential, 
certainly, necessary

3 However When writing to persuade
you may want to help readers 
decide, so phrases like could, 
should, might, perhaps and 
on the other hand will be 
useful


