
|KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER: Year 8 English - Writing in different genres
| Vocabulary & Subject 

Terminology

1 Genre

2 Atmosphere

3 Setting

4 Characters

5 Repetition - when words 
or phrases are repeated 
for emphasis

6 Similes – included to 
create an image in the 
mind of the read

7 Short sentences – for 
dramatic effect

8 Adjectives – to add 
description and create 
tension

9 Sound – when sounds 
and silences are described 
to create atmosphere

Technical accuracy:
1 Structure – does your story have a clear 

beginning, middle and end? Is it written 
in paragraphs? Are you able to include 
more advanced structural features such 
as clues and flashbacks?

2 Language – have you selected your 
language for effect? Have you included 
powerful verbs and adjectives? Use a 
thesaurus to widen your language 
choices

3 Use a range of sentence styles – simple, 
compound and complex sentences

4 Use a range of sentence openings

5 Check your spelling and punctuation

Activities

1 20 minutes Read Theory

2 Name as many different genres as you 
can and provide examples for them –
books or film...

3 For each genre use the rule of three to 
write a noun phrase that describes the 
atmosphere, e.g. ‘Tense, exciting and 
thrilling.’

4 Create a poster that identifies the 
features of a genre – include colour and 
illustrations.

5 Choose a genre and write the opening 
paragraph of a story, creating 
atmosphere and setting.

6 Invent a stereotypical character from a 
genre of your choice and create a 
character profile for them.

7 Review the novel that you are currently 
reading in class; what generic features
does it demonstrate?

This unit will help you to:

1 Recognise typical features of some 
story genres

2 Examine how writers convey mood, 
setting and meaning

3 Develop a questioning approach to 
texts

4 Think about how ideas, values and 
emotions are explored


