
Knowledge Organiser – Year 8:  Literature from Other Cultures
| Vocabulary

1 Culture A general term for  the 
huge range of ideas, 
knowledge and beliefs that 
are generally shared by the 
people of a country or a 
race.

2 Tradition The passing down of 
customs, culture and beliefs 
from generation to 
generation.

3 Standard 
English

Formal ‘proper’ English –
usually written.

4 Dialect Language that is particular 
to a region, for example, 
the vocabulary unique to an 
area

5 Imagery When language creates 
images in the mind of the 
reader.

6 Compare 
and 
Contrast

Identifying differences and 
similarities in texts

7 Context Relevant background
information

Writing an Essay: Using PEEL
POINT: The poet uses language to make the 
island seem bright and colourful.

EVIDENCE: For example he describes the 
‘blue surf’ and the ‘emerald island’.

EXPLAIN: This creates  an image in the mind 
of the reader of a beautiful, vivid and sunny 
place. 

LANGUAGE: The word ‘emerald’ suggests to 
the audience that the island man thinks of 
the island as …

Activities
1 Ask at home about the traditions that 

take place in your family and make a 
note of them to share in class

2 Create a mind map of the cultural 
practices in other countries e.g. food, 
clothing etc.

3 Make a list of English and American 
words e.g. trainers/sneakers

4 Write your own poem in dialect

5 Research and read at least two poems 
from other cultures and record their 
details in your book

6 Memorise the Island Man poem

7 20 minutes Read Theory

Island Man by Grace Nichols
Morning 
and the Island man wakes up 
to the sound of blue surf 
in his head 
the steady breaking and wombing

wild seabirds 
and fisherman pulling out to sea 
the sun surfacing defiantly 
from the east 
of his small emerald island 
he always comes back          groggily 
groggily

Comes back to sands 
of a grey metallic soar 

to surge of wheels 
to dull North Circular roar 

muffling muffling
his crumpled pillow waves 
island man heaves himself 

Another London day


