
Knowledge Organiser – Year 8:  Drama | 

Subject Terminology

1 Playscript A playscript is like an instruction 
book written for directors and 
actors. It helps them create a 
performance. 

2 Sitcom Sitcom, or situation comedy, is a 
genre of comedy performance, 
often produced and shown in a 
series of episodes. Each episode 
features the same characters 
involved in humorous story 
lines, in a common setting, such 
as a family home or workplace. 
Sitcoms were originally devised 
for radio but today are also 
found on television.

3 Improvisation Improvisation means a piece of 
non-scripted dramatic work that 
you have made up yourselves. 

4 Stage 
Directions

An instruction in a playscript
indicating the movement, 
position, or tone of an actor, or 
the sound effects and lighting.

5 Acts and 
Scenes

Playscripts are divided into Acts
which tell you part of the story. 
Acts are divided into smaller 
chunks called Scenes. A new 
scene might be in a different 
place, at a different time, or 
with different characters.

Freytag’s Triangle

Exposition: the story is set up, the characters are 
introduced.
Rising action: a conflict or problem occurs.
Climax: the conflict reaches an extreme turning 
point.
Falling action: events progress towards an ending
Denouement or Resolution: events are resolved, 
either happily or tragically

ACTIVITIES
1 Research famous playwrights.

Make a list and for each one 
provide an example of a play 
that they have written

2 Research one of the 
playwrights on your list. 
Explore their writing,  family, 
culture and anything else you 
find of interest and present 
your findings in a fact file.

3 Spend 20 minutes reading and 
learning the subject 
terminology in the left column.

4 Create a ten question quiz for 
your classmates based on what 
you have learned about drama 
and how it is written.

5 Create a revision poster 
showing what you have learnt 
about drama and how it is 
written and performed.

6 20 minutes Read Theory.

Improvisation Guidelines

Plan your characters’ attitudes to the situation: 
conflicting attitudes create drama
Example: Have one character with one attitude 
and the other with the opposite, e.g. angry and 
relaxed

Enter or exit with a purpose or action
Example: ‘Sorry I’m late Miss, but my budgie died 
this morning. (sniff)’

Start halfway through the action
Example: ‘Miss, Miss, Barry’s stolen my best 
pencil!’

Build on your partner’s improvisation
Example: ‘Oh Barry, this is the fifth time I’ve had 
to speak to you this lesson.’

Give lots of detail for your partner to respond to
Example: ‘ … and you’ve already had three 
detentions this week!’


