
KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER: Year 9 – Persuasive Writing

Persuasive Techniques (FEARR RISES)

1 Facts and 
Opinions

Give evidence (examples, data, quotes) to 
back up the points you have made.

2 Emotive 
Language

to provoke an emotional reaction in your 
reader, such as sympathy, anger and joy. 
For example: ‘Hundreds of starving
puppies are cruelly abandoned in Britain 
every year!’

3 Address the 
readers directly

Pronouns such as ‘you’ and ‘we’ involve 
the reader

4 Repetition to emphasise your viewpoint

5 Rhetorical 
Questions

to make the reader question their own
viewpoint

6 Rule of 3 to emphasise: ‘It is tragic, dreadful and 
heart-breaking that animals should suffer 
this way’

7 Imperatives give commands, rather than make 
suggestions, for example: ‘Take a break. 
Visit Alton Towers today.’

8 Short 
Sentences

for dramatic effect, e.g. ‘This must stop!’

9 Exaggeration For example: ‘Everybody knows that all 
teenagers love pizza!’

10 Superlatives the strongest form of adjectives (long, 
longer, longest). They are used to convince 
the reader that something is the best of its 
type.

Planning Your Persuasive 
Writing

1 plan arguments for and against. 

2 prepare counter-arguments (arguments 
against your own). Counter argument means 
listening to the points that the other person 
is saying and then using their own argument 
against them.

3 Work out a logical order to present your case 
– numbering will help

4 You may find it is most effective to save your 
best argument until last.

5 Use connectives to link your ideas

Where you will Use Persuasive 
Techniques

1 Advertising Advertisers try to convince you 
that your life will be better if 
you buy their product.

2 Speeches 
and Debates

Politicians try to convince you 
to vote for them

3 Parents You might try to convince your 
parents to let you do something

4 College/job 
applications

Persuading employers that you 
are the best person for the 
job/course

Technical Accuracy

1 Full stops Always use a full stop at the end 
of a sentence.

2 Capital letters Use a capital letter at the 
beginning of a sentence, at the 
beginning of all names and for 
the word ‘I’.

3 Question marks Use at the end of any question 
including rhetorical questions.

4 Exclamation 
marks

Are used at the end of a 
sentence to show shock, surprise 
or passion. 

5 Paragraphs You must use separate 
paragraphs when you move on 
to a new idea.

Useful words

1 For Counter 
argument

however, nonetheless, despite, on 
the other hand, although, in 
reality, the facts are, yet

2 For emphasis Important, above all, absolute, 
vital, essential, certainly, necessary

3 However! When writing to advise you may 
want to help readers decide, so 
phrases like could, should, might, 
perhaps and on the other hand will 
be useful


