
| Knowledge Organiser: Year 9  Romeo and Juliet | 

Subject Terminology

1 Oxymoron - A contrast in speech e.g. ‘O loving hate’, 
‘O heavy lightness’, ‘cold fire’.

2 Pathetic fallacy - A literary term for the attribution of 
human emotion and conduct to things found in 
nature/weather that determines the mood

3 Extended Metaphor - a metaphor is introduced and 
then further developed throughout all or part of the 
text.

4 Quotation - a group of words copied from a text or 
speech.

5 Context – relevant historical or cultural background

6 Celestial Imagery - when the use of planets and stars 
and heaven create an image e.g. ‘envious moon’, 
‘Juliet is the Sun’

7 Personification - the attribution of a personal nature 
or human characteristics to something non-human 
e.g. ‘cut the winds, who nothing hurt withal hissed 
him in scorn’

8 Dramatic irony – a situation in a play/film, the irony 
of which is clear to the audience but not to the 
characters.

9 Themes - an idea that recurs in or pervades a work 
of art or literature e.g. darkness and light, love and 
hate

10 Soliloquy - This is when a character talks to 
themselves when they are alone on a stage.

12 Monologue - This is when a character talks to 
themselves when there are others on the stage.

Activities

1 20 minutes Read Theory

2 Write a short description of the 
main characters.

3 Using just 50 words for each, 
write a summary of the two key 
scenes.

4 Create a revision poster which 
compares the two key scenes. 
Make sure you are looking at 
similarities and differences, and 
include quotations from both 
scenes.

5 Revise the subject terminology 
for a test in class.

Key Scenes

1 Act 1 Scene 1 –Romeo is in love 
with Rosaline, a girl who has 
sworn to stay chaste. This has 
made him withdraw from his 
friends and family and feel dark, 
hopeless and despairing.

2 Act 2 Scene 2 – Romeo and Juliet 
have met at the Capulet Ball and 
fallen madly in love. They 
exchange vows to marry. This has 
left Romeo feeling joyful,   ‘light’ 
and  daring.

Comparative PEEL

1 Point What is the point you are 
making about the text?

2 Evidence Which quote are you 
using from the text?

3 Explanation Explain how your 
quotation supports your
point

4 Language What words/phrases can 
you identify in your 
quote that further 
supports your point.  
Refer to subject 
terminology.  Why is this 
language effective? What 
does it show or tell us 
about the character –
their emotions and 
relationships?

5 Effect on 
reader

How does it make the 
reader think or feel?

6 Historical
Context

Have you included
references to the time 
period in which the play 
was written?

7 Comparison Have you made 
comparisons between 
the two scenes?



Romeo and Juliet – the characters

The Capulets The Montagues

Juliet Capulet Romeo Montague

Lord and Lady Capulet Lord and Lady Montague

Nurse (neutral) Friar Lawrence – advises Romeo and 
Juliet (neutral)

Tybalt – Juliet’s cousin Benvolio – Romeo’s cousin

Rosaline – friend of the family Mercutio – Romeo’s friend

Paris – friend of Lord Capulet Balthazar – Romeo’s friend who tells him 
that Juliet is dead



Romeo and Juliet – the plot
1. The Prince threatens the Montagues and Capulets with execution 

if they continue to fight and disturb the peace

2. Romeo is in love with Rosaline

3. Romeo and Juliet meet at the Capulet ball and fall in love

4. The balcony scene – they arrange to get married in secret

5. The wedding

6. Tybalt kills Mercutio and then Romeo kills Tybalt

7. Juliet’s parents arrange her marriage to Paris & she goes to Friar 
Lawrence for the ‘potion’ that will put her in a deep coma and 
make her appear to be dead

8. The letter to Romeo doesn’t reach him & he hears that Juliet is 
dead – he buys poison

9. Juliet’s tomb – Romeo kills Paris and takes the poison. Juliet 
awakes and kills herself with his dagger

10. The families agree to stop their feud


