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Subject Terminology

1 Form The form of a poem refers to 
its shape on the page. 
Sometimes poets write their 
poetry in the shape of the 
subject of the poem to give it 
visual impact.

2 Syllable In Poetry syllables help to 
create rhythm by creating 
patterns of beats. Some 
syllables are stressed and 
some are unstressed. This 
affects the way we say the 
words.

3 Dialect Language that is particular to 
a region, for example, the 
vocabulary unique to an area

4 Simile Comparing two things using 
the words ‘as’ or ‘like’.

5 Metaphor When you say something IS
something else 

6 Imagery When language creates 
images in the mind of the 
reader.

7 Personification When something that is not 
alive is given human 
characteristics

8 Alliteration When words that start with 
the same sound are placed 
close together.

Writing about Poems using PEE
POINT: Zephaniah varies the line lengths in 
‘Pets Control’:

EVIDENCE: ‘We gazed’ is much shorter than 
the other lines,

EXPLAIN: so when I read the poem it made 
me pause and think because ‘gaze’ 
suggests looking at something for a long 
time like we do when we stare at animals 
in the zoo.

ACTIVITIES

1 Start your own collection of 
poems, these can be poems that 
you have read and enjoyed or 
poems that you have written 
yourself.

2 Spend 20 minutes reading and 
learning the subject terminology 
in the left column.

3 Make up similes about your family 
and friends.

4 Research Benjamim Zephaniah.  
Explore his writing, his family, his 
culture and anything else you find 
of interest and present your 
findings in a fact file.

5 Create a ten question quiz for 
your classmates based on what 
you have learned about poetry 
and how it is written.

6 Create a revision poster showing 
what you have learnt about poetry 
and how it is written.

7 20 minutes Read Theory.

SMILE

Structure and form – how the poem is 

written, set out on the page and how this 
links to

Meaning – what the poem is about and 

what makes you think that.

Imagery – the use and effects of simile, 

metaphor and personification

Language – words and phrases that you 

think are important, powerful or puzzling

Explain your ideas – use words or phrases 

to support your ideas


