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Vocabulary

1 Media The name given to 
types of 
communication that 
reach large numbers 
of people.

2 Masthead The name and logo of 
a newspaper

3 Puff An eye-catching 
graphic to advertise 
what else can be 
found inside the 
newspaper

4 Headline Sums up the main 
newspaper story to 
attract and intrigue 
the reader

5 Image A picture to illustrate 
the article

6 Text The main body of the 
article, telling the 
story in detail

7 Byline Tells the reader who 
wrote the article

8 Strapline Adds a little more 
detail to the headline

Newspaper Headlines…

1 Summarise the story in as few words as 
possible

2 Leave out unnecessary words like ‘the’ 
or ‘a’

3 Are often written in the present tense

4 Often use dramatic or emotive
language

5 Sometimes use a play on words or pun

6 Sometimes use alliteration
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Activities

1 Research what the terms tabloid newspaper 
and broadsheet newspaper mean.

2 Read an article in a tabloid newspaper, then 
read about the same story in a broadsheet
newspaper – what differences can you find?

3 Carry out a survey - ask adults that you 
know if they read a newspaper – try to find 
out the reasons why they do or don’t.

4 Cut out a newspaper front page and label 
the masthead, the puff, the headline, the 
image, the text, the byline and the 
strapline.

5 Read a newspaper article then summarise 
the story in your own words.

6 Design your own newspaper front page 
based around a news report of something 
that has happened in school.

7 20 minutes Read Theory

Structuring a Newspaper 
Report

1 The purpose of the headline is to catch 
the reader’s eye.

2 The first paragraph tells us briefly what 
has happened – it tells us who, what, 
where and when.

3 The main part of the article comes next; it 
gives us more detail about what has 
happened.

4 Often a picture is included to show what 
has happened and who it has happened 
to.

5 Towards the end of the article, you find 
quotes or statements from family or 
experts.


