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Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Friends, 
Welcome to our first edition of Ibstock Insights and I hope it finds you all safe, well and 
looking forward to some quality time together. 
Over the next pages we hope to give you a taste of what has been happening in and out of 
school over the past half term.  It has certainly been busy! 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all our students who always attend school every 
day, wear their uniform with pride and work to the best of their ability in every lesson.  I 
love my job because of you and I hope that you have enjoyed the celebrations and        
chocolate treats over the past couple of weeks as we prepare for the holidays. 

I would like to congratulate our Year 11 students who returned from the October break to 
their trial exams which gave them a second flavour of what next year’s exam season will 
feel like. On our trial exams results day, it was wonderful to listen to students talking     
honestly about what they need to do to ensure they achieve the best grades in the             
summer.  It showed a level of resilience, maturity and self-respect.  We are all very proud 
of you, well doing and keep your focus on the end goal. 

A letter has gone home today to families on how we will be continuing our journey to          
enhanced our behaviour system and expectations of our students. This letters contains 
lots of information, please ensure you take the time to read and familiarise yourself with 
this letter ready for our return to school in January.  
Some of you may be aware that I have been recovering from surgery for the past three 
weeks.  There is never a “right” time to be away from school however, with the support of 
Nicola Koncarevic and my Senior Leadership Team, I am pleased to say that I am                
recovering well and looking forward to being back for the start of term.  I would like to 
thank all staff in school for their dedication and commitment to our students and for         
supporting me.  It is very much appreciated. 

Before I sign off, I would like to share the news that Sharon 
Bedwell, my PA and Operations Manager, has taken up a new 
role in LiFE MAT Human Resources.  We thank Sharon for all 
her fantastic work and support for our school and our           
families and we wish her all the best in her new role. 

Once again, thank you for reading, wishing you a peaceful 
Christmas and I look forward to seeing you in 2024. 

 

Sophie Williams 

Headteacher 
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Christmas Performance 

On Thursday 14 December we were treated  to a  

special Christmas concert by performers from across 

the year groups. 

The concert included a mix of  classic Christmas    

singalongs, live band performances of more             

contemporary songs, drama and dance. 

A captive audience were ready to join in with the 

singing and clapped along enthusiastically. 

Well done to all our performers and the staff who 

organised the event and made it all happen. 
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Year 11 Colours 
Students recently received recognition from their  

Tutors, Teachers, Pastoral Manager and Senior        

Leadership Team for their contribution and attitude 

towards their learning within the classroom and         

outside the classroom.  

The students have fully embodied Ibstock Community 

College’s core values; Resilience, Equity, Success, 

Pride, Effort, Curriculum, Trust. 

Ibstock Community College dedicate an assembly 

each term to ensure students are celebrated for their 

ongoing efforts in their own personal learning journey 

where they consistently meet and exceed the school’s 

high expectations. 

Mr Modi, Assistant Headteacher 

Christmas Dinner 
Our students got in the festive spirit by wearing 

Christmas jumpers and enjoyed the Christmas            

Dinner. 

Thank you to those who donated to our Christmas 

Jumper fundraiser for Save the Children with a total of 

£75 raised. 

Children in Need 
Thank you 

to all those 

who      

donated to 

our         

Children in 

Need           

collection. 

We raised 

a total of 

£315.12 

for such a 

worthy 

cause. 
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Anti Bullying Week 
The week of        

November 13 was 

anti-bullying week 

and we ran a      

number of             

activities across the 

wider LiFE trust to 

bring a stop to     

bullying. We will 

always support and 

respond to bullying 

whenever it is        

reported  to us.. 

We celebrated our 

uniqueness by wearing different coloured sock on 

Odd Socks Day. We raised a total of £315.11 for          

Anti-bullying Alliance. Thank you to all those who do-

nated.  

Remembrance Day 
This year we once again paid our respects for those 

who have served and fallen during Remembrance Day 

in November. 

Our students worked really hard to create the        

stunning clay poppies that were on display by the 

main reception. Students also crafted paper wreaths 

which were both beautiful and thought-provoking. 

The school then observed a minute’s silence of          

reflection by the cenotaph in Ibstock. 

Support Available 
We want you all to have a really great Christmas but 

understand that Christmas can be a difficult time for 

some people for a variety of reasons. When you are 

not in school, you don’t have the usual people around 

you to talk to. If you are struggling with your feelings, 

sleeping, health or anything else over the holidays, 

the links below will help: 

https://www.healthforteens.co.uk/ 

https://kooth.com 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ 

https://www.myselfreferral-llr.nhs.uk/ 

Miss Clements and Ms Webster 

https://www.healthforteens.co.uk/
https://kooth.com
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.myselfreferral-llr.nhs.uk/
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Basketball 
Sporting Success! The Year 9 team won the NWLSSP 

basketball  competition for the second year running 

and progress to the next stage. The final score was: 

Ibstock 14-2 Castle Rock with the scorers being Max.P 

8pts, Sonny.P 6pts. 

Cycling Success 
Well done to Year 8 student Harriet H who is having a 

great cycling season with only a couple of races left in 

January 2024.   

Harriet is currently leading the Leicestershire          

Cyclocross League for the U14 Girls but we are really 

proud and pleased that she has finished the year as 

East Midlands Regional CX Champion in the U14 Girls, 

a great achievement considering it’s her first year in 

the age category and only 12 years old. 

Great racing Harriet! 

Dodgeball 
Congratulations to our Year 7 and our Year 8/9 girls 

dodgeball teams on winning the NWLSSP dodgeball 

tournaments!  
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Library KS4 Area 
Our current Years 10 

and 11 have been very 

busy preparing for 

their GCSEs, with our 

Year 11s due to sit 

their exams in        

summer 2024.  In the 

Library, we have been 

working just as hard 

to create a GCSE      

revision space        

dedicated to our KS4 

students.    

This area includes:  

 Exclusive       

working space, 

available five 

days a week  

 Priority             

computer use  

 Access to      

printed past  

papers  

 Revision          

supplies  

 Up-to-date          

Revision Guides 

and Flashcards  

 Revision support 

workshops 

(open to           

parents/carers 

too!)  

 KS4 only reading 

material   

 Exam              

information and 

support   

 Exam mental 

health support   

This GCSE specific space will help students engage 

with revision, catch up on any missing work and re-

ceive support and guidance with all aspects of their 

GCSEs, both academically and pastorally. 

Paired Reading 
Paired reading for this year has recommenced, we 

have over 50 students who have been trained as  

reading ambassadors and have volunteered to        

support students who find reading challenging.   

Every Tuesday and Thursday tutor time the library is a 

flurry with pairs of students sat together exploring 

and reading books.  This intervention is now in its 

third year and the majority of students who take part 

find the sessions have helped their reading progress.   

Considering the amount of reading required for 

GCSEs, encouraging students to find enjoyment from 

reading so they continue to do so is vitally important, 

and reading regularly creates good reading habits. 

Mrs Hayles, Literacy Lead 
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Contact Details 
Ibstock Community College will be closed over the 

Christmas break and will reopen on Monday 8 January 

2024. 

Please see below for in-term contact details — for 

those celebrating we wish you all a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

Ibstock Community College 

Central Avenue, Ibstock, Leicestershire, LE67 6NE 

t: 01530 260705  

e: icc.admin@ibstockcollege.co.uk  

w: www.ibstockcollege.co.uk 

Art and Design 
Year 9 collages are coming on nicely! For this activity, 

students have used a collection of      

papers to add colour to their work. We 

can’t wait to see these finished!  

Young Carers Award 
Ibstock College have always prided ourselves on the 

pastoral care and support of our most 

vulnerable students including Young Carers, and we 

were given the opportunity to work towards a Bronze 

Award to ensure a whole school approach to the  

identification and support of Young Carers. 

Our aims were to ensure that Young Carers were  

identified (we currently have nearly 30 students on 

our census), offered support and given a voice about 

how school could help them to manage their           

responsibilities and also meet their full potential in 

school. 

Our team consists of Ms Webster, YC Co-ordinator, 

Ms Davies, YC Support Mentor, Ms Goddard PP/YC 

lead, Mr Moore our YC Link Governor, Mrs Roberts YC 

SLT lead with the help of Form Tutors, 

Teachers, the Pastoral team and administration staff. 

Our Head Teacher, Mrs Williams, has also pledged her 

support. 

This is a whole school approach – Year 6 students are 

given information about identification and the        

support available during the transition stage. All Form 

Tutors are aware of their Young Carer Tutees and 

offer regular checks during registration, signposting 

the initiatives available at ICC: 

 ICYC ID cards for lanyards 

 Daily Wellbeing drop-in sessions and YC Wellbe-

ing lunch on Thursday in the Library 

 Late/attendance amnesty for genuine need 

 Homework extensions 

 Uniform support including kit storage and 

washing 

 Breakfast/lunch provision, 

to name a few. All these initiatives were suggested by 

our Young Carers student representatives in Year 11, 

who work with us to ensure that Young Carer voices 

are heard. We also liaise with our parents to ensure 

they are aware of how to access Local Authority        

support if needed for the family through CFWS. 

The Children’s Society Young Carers award process 

highlighted how we could achieve a whole school  

network of support to minimise the chance of         

students struggling alone and raise awareness of the 

amazing achievements of our Young Carers on a daily 

basis. We are proud to say we are a Bronze Award 

School supporting Young Carers. 

Mrs Webster 

mailto:icc.admin@ibstockcollege.co.uk
https://www.ibstockcollege.co.uk/

