
 

OPTION SUBJECT: Geography 
 

 
What type  

of qualification  
will I achieve? 

GCSE in Geography 

What will I  
be doing in my 

lessons and what 
skills will I gain? 

GCSE Geography will build on the fundamental knowledge and understanding that has been 
developed in KS3. You will study real place and real-world issues. The GCSE gives students the 
opportunity to study a huge range of topics such as cities in the developing world, 
sustainability, rainforests, resource management, the changing UK economy, glaciation, and 
tectonic hazards. You will develop ICT skills, data handling skills, debating, and thinking skills 
along with decision making skills. Fieldwork is also an essential part of the geography GCSE, 
and you will be given the opportunity to take part in a minimum of two field study days.  

How and when  
will my work  
be assessed? 

There are three exams all sat at the end of Year 11. 
 
Paper 1 – 1 hour 30 mins exam – Living with the Physical Environment (35%) 
Section A: The Challenge of the Natural Environment  
Section B: The Living World  
Section C: The Physical Landscapes of the UK  
 
Paper 2 – 1 hour 30 mins exam – Challenges in the Human Environment (35%) 
Section A: Urban Issues and Challenges  
Section B: The Changing Economic World  
Section C: The Challenge of Resource Management  
 
Paper 3 – 1 hour 30 mins exam – Geographical Applications (30%) 
Section A: Issues Evaluation (based on pre-realised material)  
Section B: Fieldwork (students undertake at least two fieldwork days)) 

How much time will 
I need to work on 
 this subject out  
of lesson time? 

At least 1 hour per week.  
 
Taking part in other activities such as watching and reading the news and geographical 
documentaries, to keep up with what is happening in the world will also help with your study.   

 What will this 
course lead to in the 

Sixth Form? 

Geography GCSE can help you to access a large range of course at College or Sixth Form. A few 
examples of these are 
A-Levels:  Geography, Sciences, History, Law, Politics, RS, Maths, Sociology 
T-Levels: Design, Surveying and Planning for Construction  
Apprenticeships: Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care, Engineering and Manufacturing, 
Public Services.  

What possible 
careers and  

work related 
opportunities  

are there? 

In 2015, The Guardian dubbed Geography the “Must have A-Level” and for very good reason. 
Geography leads into a huge range of future careers. A few of these include Environmental 
Consultant, Social Researcher, International Aid Worker, Military Service, Civil Engineering, 
Political Risk Analysist, Seismologist, Meteorologist, Cabin Crew, Travel Agent and 
Archaeologist  

More information? 
See Mrs Goddard or Mr Flavell  
Mrs Goddard – k.goddard@ibstockcollege.co.uk  
Mr Flavell – a.flavell@ibstockcollege.co.uk  
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