
 

CORE SUBJECT: Combined Science 
 

 
What type  

of qualification  
will I achieve? 

Two GCSEs in Science (GCSE Combined Science: AQA 8464). 

What will I  
be doing in my  

lessons and what 
skills will I gain? 

Combined science covers all three science disciplines: 

• Biology: • cell biology • organisation • infection and response • bioenergetics • 

inheritance, variation and evolution • ecology 

• Chemistry: • atomic structure and the Periodic Table • bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter • quantitative chemistry • energy changes • the rate and extent of 

chemical change • organic chemistry • chemical analysis • chemistry of the atmosphere • 

using resources 

• Physics: • energy • electricity • particle model of matter • atomic structure • forces • 

waves • magnetism and electromagnetism 

Alongside learning the core knowledge, students will also develop the key skills of application and 

analysis through a variety of practical contexts. There are 21 required practical activities which 

students will undertake during the course and will be assessed on in the exams. 

Students will also learn to be scientifically literate through questioning and discussing science-

based issues that may affect their own lives.  

Students will rotate between 3 teachers to enable them to be taught by a specialist. 

How and when  
will my work  
be assessed? 

This qualification is linear, which means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the two-

year course. There are two tiers of entry: foundation and higher. 

There are 6 exams lasting 1 hour 15 minutes each: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. 

Each exam will assess different topics from the specification. The papers are equally weighted – 

each is worth 16.7% of the grade and has 70 marks.  

As well as scientific knowledge and understanding, students will need to demonstrate their 

understanding of practical science – including mathematical skills. 

Question types include multiple choice, structured, closed, short answer and open response.  

The qualification received at the end of the course is a combined grade where students will receive 

two GCSE grades 9-1, with 9 being the highest grade. Student’s exam papers across the three 

sciences are averaged out in order to calculate these two grades. 

How much time will 
I need to work on 
 this subject out  
of lesson time? 

Two hours per week 



 

What will this 
course lead to in  
the Sixth Form? 

It is possible to continue to A-level from Combined Science GCSE (two science grades at 6 are 
usually a requirement for this pathway, as well as Grade 6 in Mathematics). 
Students may also go onto to study vocational qualifications in science or in science-related 
subjects,  

What possible 
careers and  

work related 
opportunities  

are there? 

A secure understanding of science is crucial for comprehending a wide-range of subjects post-16 
and numerous careers are STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)-based. The 
skills developed during this course can also be transferred to many other jobs and careers. 
The range of careers and job opportunities is huge and varied but could include: animal care, 
sports science, technical support, environmental science, health and beauty, construction etc. 

More information? 

You can speak to any member of the Science staff or visit the AQA website. www.aqa.org.uk  

Mrs Wright – g.wright@ibstockcollege.co.uk 

Mrs Tang – k.tang@ibstockcollege.co.uk 

Mrs Ward – n.ward@ibstockcollege.co.uk 

Mrs Bennett – j.bennett@ibstockcollege.co.uk 

  


