
 

CORE SUBJECT: Mathematics 
 

 
What type  

of qualification  
will I achieve? 

GCSE Mathematics (AQA 8300) 

What will I  
be doing in my  

lessons and what 
skills will I gain? 

Throughout the course you will study and acquire a range of skills from six key areas of 
Mathematics: 

1. Number 
2. Algebra 
3. Ratio, proportion and rates of change 
4. Geometry and measures 
5. Probability 
6. Statistics 

How and when  
will my work  
be assessed? 

At the start of Year 9 you will be placed into a Mathematics set based on your prior 
achievement in the subject and your expected progress overall. 
 
You will follow either the Foundation (Grades 1–5) or the Higher course (Grades 4–9) 
terminating in a 100% external examination with three written papers. 
 
Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes in length and is 33⅓% of the GCSE Mathematics 
assessment. 

How much time will 
I need to work on 
 this subject out  
of lesson time? 

At least two hours per week. Mathematics Mastery will be acquired through regular practice, 
consolidation and problem solving, both in the classroom and at home. Support for this will 
be given via homework tasks (MyMaths) and regular classroom assessments to ensure that 
you are on track. 

 What will this 
course lead to in  
the Sixth Form? 

According to employers and further education institutions mathematics is a key GCSE 
qualification and many require a minimum of a Grade 5. 
Having a strong mathematical GCSE qualification can naturally lead to AS and A2 level 
Mathematics and the Sciences. In addition, many university courses require a strong 
understanding of Mathematics. 

What possible 
careers and  

work related 
opportunities  

are there? 

Mathematics, the world’s most useful subject. 
 
Mathematics makes our life orderly and prevents chaos. Qualities that are nurtured by 
Mathematics are the power of reasoning, creativity, abstract and spatial thinking, critical 
thinking, problem-solving abilities and even effective communication skills. 
 
Mathematics is the birthplace of all invention, without which the world cannot move a 
millimetre. Be it a chef or a farmer, a carpenter or a mechanic, a shopkeeper or a doctor, an 
engineer or a scientist, a musician or a magician, everyone needs mathematics in their day-
to-day life. 

More information? 

Please ask any member of the Mathematics department for further details about the course 
or visit the AQA website.  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300 
 
Mr Wright – d.wright@ibstockcollege.co.uk 
Mrs Sharma – r.sharma@ibstockcollege.co.uk 
Mr Lane – t.lane@ibstockcollege.co.uk 
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Mrs Roden – t.roden@ibstockcollege.co.uk 
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